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SUB J : LABOR: VISIT OF LEONARD WOODCOCK AND HERMAN REBHAN 
TO PORTUGAL 

SUMMARY: THE INTERNATIONAL METAL WORKERS FEDERATION AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ARE SENDING 
RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVES TO PORTUGAL IN A SORELY NEEDED EFFORT 
TO BOLSTER NON-COMMUNIST LABOR UNIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. LEONARD WOODCOCK, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED AUTO WORKERS, 

AND HERMAN REBHAN, PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL METAL WORKERS 
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FEDERATION, (IMF) VISITED PORTUGAL NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 1 AT 
THE INVITATION OF MARIO SOARES ON BEHALF OF PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST 
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PARTY. THE FOLLOWING SUMMMARIZES THEIR VIEWS AS STATED TO 
LABOR ATTACHE SHORTLY BEFORE THEIR DEPARTURE: 

A. THEY STATE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE CONTROL OF INTER- 
SINDICAL AND COMPOSE ALL OF THE DIRECTORATE OF THE LISBON 
METAL WORKERS FEDERATION (SINDICATO NACIONAL DOS TECHNICOS 
E OPERARIOS METALURGICOS E METALO-MECANICOS DO DISTRICTO DE 
LISBOA) EXCEPT FOR THE PRESIDENT. WHO IS A SOCIALIST. HOWEVER, 

THEY BELIEVE THE DEGREE OF COMMUNIST CONTROL IS DIS- 
PROPORTIONATE TO THEIR REAL STRENGTH AMONG THE WORKERS. 

B. BASED ON THEIR CONTACTS WITH SOCIALIST PARTY LABOR LEADERS 
FRACISCO MARCELO CURTO AND OTHER YOUNG ACTIVISTS, THEY BELIEVE 
THERE EXISTS AN AMPLE FRAMEWORK FOR LEGITIMATE. NON-POLITICAL 
TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING. IN VIEW OF THE 
SOCIALISTS’ PRESENT LACK OF ORGANIZATION, SUCH EFFORTS MUST 
BEGIN AT BASIC LEVELS BOTH IN CONTENT AND TARGET AUDIENCES. 

THEY WERE WELL RECEIVED DURING PLANT VISITS TO UNIONS AT 
LISBON'S MAJOR SHIPYARD (LISNAVE), GENERAL MOTORS, FORD, AND 
TIMEX AND FOUND A REAL DESIRE BY LOCAL UNION LEADERS FOR ADVICE 
AND TRAINING. 

C. THE IMF IS SENDING A SPANIARD, CARLOS PARDO, TO PORTUGAL 
AS A RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE FOR AN INITIAL 6 MONTH PERIOD 

TO ASSIST WITH TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION AND WILL ALSO PROVIDE 
SUPPORT TO THE ICFTU SPONSORED CENTER FOR SINDICAL STUDIES. 

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CONSTRUCTION WORKERS, WHICH 
CONCURRENTLY HAS A VISITING DELEGATION IN PORTUGAL, WILL 
LIKEWISE SEND A RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE. A SPANISH-SPEAKING 
SWEDE. 

D. BASED ON THEIR MEETING WITH THE MINISTER OF LABOR, AN 
INTERVIEW HELD JOINTLY WITH THE INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS DELEGATION, THEY REGARD MINISTER COSTA MARTINS AS 
"AN INNOCENT" WHO IS LARGELY STAGE-MANAGED BY COMMUNISTS IN 
THE MINISTRY. THE MINISTER GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT AS THERE 
ARE CURRENTLY NO STRIKES HE HAS NO LABOR PROBLEMS. 

2. COMMENT: THERE IS A STRIKING CONTRAST BETWEEN THE TREATMENT 

RECEIVED BY WOODCOCK, REBHAN, AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION 

WORKERS DELEGATION, IN COMPARISON WITH THAT GIVEN TO A RECENT 

THREE MAN SOVIET DELEGATION, HEADED BY VLADMIR BOGATIKOV, 

SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL OF SOVIET TRADE 
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UNIONS. THE RUSSIANS WERE FETED BY INTERSINDICAL, RECEIVED 
EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE, AND MET WITH PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES 
AS WELL AS WITH THE MINISTER OF LABOR AND OTHER OFFICIALS. 

THE WOODCOCK/REBHAN VISIT HAS RECEIVED SOLELY LOW-KEY 
TREATMENT IN LISBON'S DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. NO REPORTERS 
SHOWED UP FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE WHICH WAS SCHEDULED ON 
NOVEMBER 30, POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF PRESS HOLIDAY ON DECEMBER 1. 

SCOTT 
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